
America: The Chosen Nation by Amaka Ojirika
Nzeribe: An In-Depth Exploration of a
Controversial Thesis
In her book America: The Chosen Nation, Amaka Ojirika Nzeribe argues
that the United States has a long history of seeing itself as a chosen nation,
and that this belief has had a profound impact on American foreign and
domestic policy.
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Nzeribe traces the origins of American exceptionalism back to the Puritans,
who believed that they were God's chosen people and that they had a duty
to spread their faith to the rest of the world. This belief was reinforced by
the experiences of the American Revolution, which many Americans saw
as a sign of God's favor.

In the 19th century, the idea of American exceptionalism was used to justify
the expansion of the United States across the North American continent.
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The belief that America was a chosen nation made it easier for Americans
to justify the displacement and genocide of Native Americans.

In the 20th century, the idea of American exceptionalism was used to justify
American intervention in world affairs. Americans believed that they had a
duty to spread democracy and freedom to the rest of the world, even if it
meant using military force.

Nzeribe argues that the belief in American exceptionalism has had a
number of negative consequences. It has led to a sense of American
superiority and entitlement, and it has made it difficult for Americans to
understand and respect other cultures.

Nzeribe also argues that the belief in American exceptionalism is based on
a myth. She points out that the United States is not the only country that
has a history of seeing itself as a chosen nation. In fact, the idea of
chosenness is a common theme in many cultures around the world.

Nzeribe concludes by arguing that the United States needs to move
beyond the myth of American exceptionalism. She believes that Americans
need to develop a more humble and realistic understanding of their place in
the world.

Main Arguments and Themes

America: The Chosen Nation makes a number of important arguments
about the history and impact of American exceptionalism. These arguments
can be summarized as follows:



The United States has a long history of seeing itself as a chosen
nation.

This belief has had a profound impact on American foreign and
domestic policy.

The belief in American exceptionalism is based on a myth.

The United States needs to move beyond the myth of American
exceptionalism.

Nzeribe develops these arguments through a careful examination of
American history. She draws on a wide range of sources, including primary
documents, secondary scholarship, and personal interviews. Her analysis
is both rigorous and insightful, and she makes a compelling case for her
thesis.

Controversies and Criticisms

America: The Chosen Nation has been praised by many critics for its
originality and scholarship. However, it has also been criticized by some for
its pessimism and its lack of faith in the American people.

Some critics have argued that Nzeribe is too quick to dismiss the idea of
American exceptionalism. They argue that there is something unique about
America, and that this uniqueness is worth celebrating.

Other critics have argued that Nzeribe is too pessimistic about the future of
America. They argue that the United States has the potential to overcome
its past mistakes and to become a truly just and equitable nation.



Nzeribe's critics have raised some important points. However, her book
remains a valuable contribution to the ongoing debate about American
exceptionalism. America: The Chosen Nation is a must-read for anyone
who wants to understand the history and impact of this powerful idea.

America: The Chosen Nation is a thought-provoking and challenging book
that offers a new perspective on the history of the United States. Nzeribe's
arguments are well-supported and her analysis is insightful. While her book
has been criticized by some, it remains a valuable contribution to the
ongoing debate about American exceptionalism.

Whether or not you agree with Nzeribe's s, her book is sure to provoke
thought and discussion. America: The Chosen Nation is a must-read for
anyone who wants to understand the complex and often contradictory
history of the United States.
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Unveiling the Zimmermann Telegram: A Pivotal
Document in World War I
The Zimmermann Telegram, a diplomatic communication sent in January
1917, stands as a pivotal document that profoundly influenced the course
of World War I. This...

Fearful Stories and Vile Pictures to Instruct
Good Little Folks: A Timeless Classic in
Children's Literature
In the annals of children's literature, few works have left such an enduring
mark as "Fearful Stories and Vile Pictures to Instruct Good Little Folks."
First published in the...
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