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The Gilded Age, a period of rapid economic growth and industrialization in
the United States from the 1870s to the early 1900s, was also a time of
great social and cultural change. The newly wealthy industrialists and
financiers of the era flaunted their riches in lavish displays of extravagance
and excess, and none was more notorious than Harry Lehr, the so-called
"King of New York Society."

Harry Lehr: The King of New York Society

Born in New York City in 1865, Harry Lehr was the son of a wealthy
German immigrant. He inherited a substantial fortune from his father, but it
was his marriage to Elizabeth Drexel, the daughter of the prominent
Philadelphia banker Anthony J. Drexel, that truly launched him into the
upper echelons of society.
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Lehr was a gifted socialite with a knack for organizing lavish parties and
events. He became a fixture on the New York social scene, and his parties
were the talk of the town. Lehr's guests included the Astors, the
Vanderbilts, the Goulds, and other members of New York's elite.

The Gilded Age Lifestyle

The Gilded Age was a time of unprecedented wealth and luxury for the
upper classes. The newly wealthy industrialists and financiers built
ostentatious mansions, threw lavish parties, and collected art and antiques
from around the world.

Lehr was the epitome of the Gilded Age lifestyle. He lived in a palatial
mansion on Fifth Avenue, filled with priceless works of art. He threw lavish
parties that were the envy of the town, and he was known for his
extravagant spending.

One of Lehr's most famous parties was the "Dollar Dinner," held in 1897.
The dinner was a fundraiser for the New York City Mission, and each guest
was required to pay one dollar for a plate of food. However, Lehr had
arranged for the food to be served on solid gold plates, which the guests
were allowed to take home as souvenirs.

The Decline of the Gilded Age

The Gilded Age came to an end with the onset of World War I. The war led
to a sharp decline in the economy, and many of the wealthy industrialists
and financiers who had fueled the Gilded Age lost their fortunes.

Lehr was one of those who lost his fortune in the war. He was forced to sell
his mansion and his art collection, and he died in relative poverty in 1946.



Legacy

Despite his financial ruin, Harry Lehr remains a symbol of the Gilded Age.
His lavish parties and extravagant lifestyle are a reminder of the opulence
and excess of that era.

Lehr's legacy is also a reminder of the social and economic inequality that
existed during the Gilded Age. The newly wealthy industrialists and
financiers who dominated the era were often criticized for their greed and
their lack of concern for the poor.

Harry Lehr was a complex figure who both embodied and symbolized the
Gilded Age. His lavish lifestyle and extravagant spending were a reflection
of the era's wealth and excess. However, his financial ruin and his eventual
death in poverty are a reminder of the social and economic inequality that
also existed during that time.
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