
The Discovery of Witches: The True Story of
Matthew Hopkins, the Witchfinder General

In the annals of English history, the name Matthew Hopkins evokes both
fascination and horror. As the self-appointed "Witchfinder General" during
the English Civil War, Hopkins was responsible for the deaths of hundreds
of innocent women and men accused of witchcraft. His methods were
brutal and his accusations often unfounded, yet he managed to spread fear
and paranoia throughout the country.

The story of Matthew Hopkins is a complex one, involving religious
zealotry, political opportunism, and the darkest aspects of human nature. In
this article, we will delve into the life and career of this infamous figure,
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exploring the events that led to his rise to power and the tragic
consequences of his actions.
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Early Life and Influences

Matthew Hopkins was born in Great Wenham, Suffolk, England, in 1620.
His father was a Puritan minister, and Hopkins received a strict religious
upbringing. He studied law but never practiced, and instead turned to
farming as his main occupation.

Hopkins's religious beliefs played a major role in his later career as a
witchfinder. He was a fervent believer in the Bible and saw witchcraft as a
grave sin that threatened the very fabric of society. He was also influenced
by the writings of Reginald Scot, a 16th-century author who argued against
the existence of witches. Hopkins, however, interpreted Scot's work as
proof that witches were real and that they needed to be eradicated.

The Outbreak of the English Civil War

In 1642, the English Civil War broke out between the Royalists, led by King
Charles I, and the Parliamentarians, led by Oliver Cromwell. The war
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caused widespread chaos and upheaval, and it was during this time that
Hopkins first emerged as a witchfinder.

In 1644, Hopkins and his associate, John Stearne, began traveling the
country, accusing women of witchcraft. They claimed to have a special
ability to detect witches, and they used a variety of tortures and other
methods to extract confessions from their victims.

Hopkins's methods were brutal and often led to the deaths of the accused.
He would often strip his victims naked and shave their heads, searching for
any marks or blemishes that he believed were signs of witchcraft. He would
also subject them to sleep deprivation, starvation, and other forms of
torture.

The Witch Hunts

Hopkins's witch hunts quickly gained notoriety, and he soon became one of
the most feared men in England. He traveled from town to town, setting up
courts and accusing women of witchcraft. He was responsible for the
deaths of hundreds of people, most of whom were women.

Hopkins's accusations were often based on nothing more than hearsay or
superstition. He would often target women who were seen as different or
unconventional, such as healers, midwives, and unmarried women. He also
accused people who had simply fallen out of favor with their neighbors or
who had been accused of other crimes.

Hopkins's witch hunts caused widespread fear and paranoia. People were
afraid to speak out against him, lest they be accused of witchcraft



themselves. As a result, many innocent people were wrongly accused and
executed.

The Decline and Fall

Hopkins's reign of terror eventually came to an end. In 1647, he was
arrested and charged with murder. He was found guilty and executed in
Chelmsford, Essex, on August 12, 1647.

Hopkins's death did not end the witch hunts in England. They continued for
several more years, but they gradually declined in intensity. By the end of
the 17th century, the witch hunts had largely ended, and the era of Matthew
Hopkins had come to an end.

Legacy

Matthew Hopkins remains one of the most infamous figures in English
history. His witch hunts were a dark chapter in English history, and they left
a lasting legacy of fear and superstition. Hopkins's name is synonymous
with the horrors of the witch hunts, and he serves as a reminder of the
dangers of religious zealotry and mob mentality.

In recent years, there has been renewed interest in Hopkins and the witch
hunts. Several books and documentaries have been produced that explore
his life and career. These works have helped to shed light on this dark
period in English history and to remind us of the importance of protecting
the innocent from persecution.

Matthew Hopkins was a complex and controversial figure. He was a
religious fanatic who believed that he was ng God's work by hunting and
killing witches. However, his methods were brutal and his accusations were



often unfounded. He was responsible for the deaths of hundreds of
innocent people, and his legacy continues to haunt us today.

The story of Matthew Hopkins is a cautionary tale about the dangers of
religious zealotry and the importance of protecting the innocent from
persecution. It is a story that we must never forget.
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Unveiling the Zimmermann Telegram: A Pivotal
Document in World War I
The Zimmermann Telegram, a diplomatic communication sent in January
1917, stands as a pivotal document that profoundly influenced the course
of World War I. This...
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