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Gerard Manley Hopkins' Rerum Vulgarium Fragmenta Toronto is a
collection of poems that reveals the poet's deep engagement with the
natural world, the human condition, and the divine. First published in 1959,
the Toronto manuscript contains 175 poems, including some of Hopkins'
most famous works, such as "The Windhover" and "The Wreck of the
Deutschland." This article will explore the narrative and theological unity of
Rerum Vulgarium Fragmenta Toronto, demonstrating how Hopkins weaves
together themes of nature, suffering, and redemption to create a cohesive
and meaningful poetic work.

Nature as Revelation
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Nature plays a central role in Rerum Vulgarium Fragmenta Toronto, serving
as a source of both beauty and revelation. In poems such as "The Sea and
the Skylark" and "Pied Beauty," Hopkins celebrates the intricate beauty and
diversity of the natural world. He sees nature as a manifestation of God's
creative power and a reflection of the divine order. Through nature, humans
can glimpse the transcendent reality that lies beyond the material world.

For Hopkins, nature is not merely a collection of objects to be observed and
described. It is a living, dynamic force that interacts with the human soul. In
poems such as "Spring" and "Inversnaid," Hopkins explores the
transformative power of nature, describing how it can soothe sorrow,
inspire joy, and lead to spiritual awakening.

Suffering and Redemption

While Hopkins finds beauty and revelation in nature, he also acknowledges
the presence of suffering and evil in the world. Poems such as "The Wreck
of the Deutschland" and "Carrion Comfort" grapple with the problem of pain
and the search for meaning in the face of adversity. Hopkins does not offer
easy answers to these questions, but he suggests that suffering can be a
path to redemption.

In "The Wreck of the Deutschland," Hopkins contemplates the tragic
sinking of a ship carrying German nuns to America. Despite the horrors of
the shipwreck, Hopkins finds hope in the faith and sacrifice of the nuns. He
argues that their suffering can be seen as a form of martyrdom, a way of
participating in the redemptive work of Christ.

In "Carrion Comfort," Hopkins confronts the reality of death and decay. He
describes the rotting carcass of a horse, but instead of dwelling on its



gruesome appearance, he focuses on the beauty and resilience of the
natural world. He sees in the carrion a symbol of hope, a reminder that
even in the midst of suffering and death, there is still life and beauty to be
found.

The Poetic Imagination

Hopkins' exploration of nature, suffering, and redemption is inseparable
from his unique poetic imagination. He was a master of language, and he
used his poetic gifts to create vivid and memorable images. His poems are
full of sensory details, alliteration, assonance, and other poetic devices that
enhance their beauty and impact.

In poems such as "The Windhover" and "God's Grandeur," Hopkins
celebrates the power of the poetic imagination to capture the beauty and
wonder of the world. He sees the poet as a kind of prophet, a voice that
speaks for the voiceless and reveals the hidden truths of existence.

Hopkins' poetic imagination is also evident in his use of sprung rhythm.
This unconventional meter gives his poems a unique energy and vitality,
reflecting the dynamic and unpredictable nature of the world he describes.

Rerum Vulgarium Fragmenta Toronto is a complex and multifaceted work
that explores the deepest questions of human existence. Through his
unique poetic imagination, Hopkins weaves together themes of nature,
suffering, and redemption to create a cohesive and meaningful poetic work.
His poems offer a glimpse of the beauty and wonder of the world, while
also acknowledging the presence of pain and evil. Ultimately, Hopkins'
poetry points to the redemptive power of nature, the imagination, and the
divine.



Additional Notes

The title Rerum Vulgarium Fragmenta is Latin for "Fragments of
Common Things." This title reflects Hopkins' interest in finding the
extraordinary in the ordinary, the sacred in the secular.

The Toronto manuscript is the most complete and authoritative version
of Rerum Vulgarium Fragmenta. It includes poems that Hopkins
revised and polished throughout his life, as well as poems that were
only discovered after his death.

Hopkins was a Jesuit priest, and his faith had a profound influence on
his poetry. His poems are full of religious imagery and themes, but they
also explore universal human experiences such as love, loss, and the
search for meaning.
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